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medicine in Glasgow, practising severe self-discipline
in order to find the necessary fees for his training.
In 1837 he applied to the London Missionary
Society, and having been provisionally accepted, he
began his theological and medical studies, when the
Directors of the Society proposed that he should be
sent to Africa. A meeting with the African mission-
ary, Robert Moffat (whose daughter he afterwards
married), turned Livingstone's thoughts to that
Continent, especially as the opium war made China
at that time impossible for missionary work. In
1840 he passed his medical examination in Glasgow,
and, having been formally ordained as a missionary,
took ship at the end of that year to the Cape, where
he spent some time with the well-known agent of
his Society, Dr, Philip, and proceeded to Bechuana-
land, where he settled first at Kuruman, and made
journeys to the north with a view to settling native
missionaries among the tribes.
Livingstone soon began to find the Bechuanaland
Boers hostile to him in his work for the natives. It
was their practice to take women and children from
the tribes, for compulsory labour in agriculture and
domestic service, and to raid and shoot down the
people without mercy, on the pretext of keeping
them in order, but in reality to keep them in sub-
servience. When he was at Kolobeng, the slave-
trading carried on by native people in order to get
hold of guns suggested to Livingstone an idea which
was to influence his whole life, and ultimately led